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      MEAN GIRLS – MOVIE REVIEW

(1) In high school, more than at any other time in life, you are judged by 
your friends. There's a clique for almost every type of student - even the 
loners 
have their exclusive group. In the lunchroom, you are where you sit, 
and, if 
you don't fit in, you're not invited. The high school pecking order, 
which 
favors good looks and brawn over brains and glasses, dictates that 
jocks, 
cheerleaders, and would-be models are royalty, while members of    
the chess club are to be avoided as if they carry a social plague. Because   
popularity means power, friends, dates, and favors, and when you're a 
teenager, what could be better? 


(2) Mean Girls introduces us to Cady Heron (Linday Lohan), a 16-year old 
girl who is going to high school for the first time. After being home 
schooled for most of her life by parents who traveled all around the 
world, Cady is finally getting a chance to enter a suburban Illinois 
hell of secondary school students. Her first day is a disaster - the only one to pay any attention to her is her math teacher, Ms. Norbury (Tina Fey). But, on day two, a couple of outsiders befriend her. One is a gothic girl named Janis (Lizzy Caplan) and the other is an overweight gay guy named Damian (Daniel Franzese). They teach her the ways of the school jungle, which, isn't that [image: image2.jpg]


different from the African jungle where Cady spent some of her life. 

(3) Then, unexpectedly, Cady is invited to sit at the table of the three "plastics" - the high school's queen and two princesses. Their leader, Regina (Rachel McAdams), isn't only the prettiest and most popular girl in school, she's also the meanest on campus. She is served by her two handmaidens, shallow Gretchen (Lacey Chabert) and dumb Karen (Amanda Seyfried). For reasons of their own, the “plastics” decide to induct Cady into their small group. She's not interested, but at the urging of Janis and Damian, she goes along with it so she can sow the seeds of dissention from within. Meanwhile, Cady falls for tall, dark, and handsome Aaron (Jonathan Bennett), one of Regina's exes. This, along with Cady's growing popularity around school, creates friction within the “plastics” and eventually makes Cady be totally against Regina. The ensuing battle includes numerous dirty tricks. 
Exercise 1 – Read the text and answer the questions below:
a) According to the reviewer, why might adolescence be troublesome sometimes?

b) What do teenagers value the most?

c) Which teenage group ranks the highest in terms of popularity? Which ranks the lowest?
d) What can a teenager get out of his / her popularity?

e) In what way is Cady different from her school peers?
f) Why is her first day in school so disastrous?

g) How can the African jungle be similar to school life?

h) Why is Regina considered as the high school’s queen?

i) Why does Janis push Cady to join the “plastics”?

j) What turns Regina into Cady’s enemy?

Exercise 2 – Decide if the following statements are true or false. Provide evidence when false:
1) If chess is your main hobby, you can enjoy a lot of popularity in school

2) Cady really never wanted to enter high school

3) Nobody talks to Cady on her first day in school

4) The author explains why the “plastics” decide to make Cady one of them

5) Cady falls in love with Aaron immediately after she joins them 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 3 – Vocabulary – Find words in the text which mean:
	
	a) formed an opinion about something after considering all the details or facts (paragraph 1)

	
	b) a small group of people who seem unfriendly to other people (p.1)

	
	c) the hierarchy of power or importance within a group of people (p.1)

	
	d) physical strength, especially when compared with mental skill and intelligence (p.1)

	
	e) someone who does not belong to a particular group (p.1)

	
	f) tried not to go near someone or something (p.1)

	
	g) to become the friend of someone and treat them in a kind way (p.2)

	
	h) [adjective] fat (p.2)

	
	i)  [adjective] not interested in serious ideas, strong feelings, or other important things (p.3)

	
	j) advising someone very strongly about what action or attitude they should take (p.3)

	
	k) to officially accept someone into a group (p.3)

	
	l) strong disagreement about something, especially within a group of people (p.3)


Exercise 4 – The following pictures show different scenes of the movie. Put them in chronological order and describe them briefly:
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Complete the following summary on “Mean Girls” by choosing the right options provided below:


Cady is a 16 _______ (1) girl who has lived in Africa and been _______ (2) all her life. When her parents move to America, they _______ (3) her in a mainstream school, where she meets Janice and Damian. She also, on her second day, meets Regina, Gretchen and Karen - the Plastics. The Plastics are the most popular girls in school, they have a 'Burn Book', in which they write really bitchy things about other girls and even have their own _______ (4) of rules, like : 'Only wear pink on Wednesday', or 'Jeans on Friday'. Janice, Damian and Cady think it would be funny to have Cady become a Plastic for a week, and _______ (5) on them. After Regina, the leader or Queen Bee, kisses the boy Cady has a _______ (6)  on, Cady, Janice and Damian get revenge on her, by feeding her Kalteen bars, which make you _______ (7) weight, giving her foot cream for her face, and using the classic three-way calling method that plenty of girls these day use. Things get so bad, though, that Regina is _______ (8) of the Plastics, making room for a new Queen Bee. Gretchen and Karen now pick Cady. Cady becomes a Plastic for real, and Regina gets _______ (9)  by writing about herself in the 'Burn Book', copying all of the entries, throwing them around the school, then blaming the whole thing on Cady, Gretchen and Karen. The girls are all ordered into the school hall, where they _______ (10) a 'Trust' workshop, because of this. Janice tells Regina that Cady becoming a Plastic was just a joke, and tells her all of the mean things that Cady did to her. Regina runs out into the street and Cady follows her, where Regina starts shouting at her, when she is hit by a bus. She _______ (11) her spine, and while the Spring Fling is on, Cady is away with the Mathletes at a competition. When she gets to the dance, her name is called as Queen. She _______ (12)  for being so cruel to everyone in the 'Burn Book', even though it wasn't her, and breaks up her crown, tossing bits of it to the crowd. We then flash forward a year, where we see Janice going out with Kevin G, a Mathlete and MC. The Plastics _______ (13), but remain friends, and we see a new group of Plastics walk by, in exactly the same way we saw Regina, Gretchen and Karen walk past at the start. We see how they got on, with Cady _______ (14) a 'normal' person again, Regina playing lacrosse, Gretchen _______ (15) with new friends and Karen using her 'psychic' powers to tell the weather.

1) 
a) year-old


b) years old


c) years


d) year
2)
a) schooled home

b) home schooled

c) home schooling

d) school homed

3)
a) root



b) rolled


c) enroll


d) enroot

4)
a) bunch


b) flock



c) pack



d) set
5)
a) watch


b) stare



c) look



d) spy
6)
a) crush


b) crash


c) squash


d) smash

7) 
a) put on


b) gain on


c) get on


d) feed on

8)
a) moved out


b) left out


c) stamped out


d) kicked out
9)
a) revenge


b) avenge


c) verge


d) vengeful

10)
a) undertake


b) underserve


c) underrate 


d) undergo
11)
a) cracks


b) smashes


c) fractures


d) crushes

12)
a) admits


b) recognizes


c) alludes


d) apologizes
13)
a) breaks down


b) breaks up


c) breaks in


d) breaks out

14) 
a) turning out


b) turning on


c) turning into


d) turning up

15)
a) hanging out


b) hanging on


c) hanging up


d) hanging off






    Mean girls




Read the clues below and complete the following crossword puzzle


Across

6. The dumbest girl within the group

7. The character didn't attend regular classes. He was ___

9. The hair style the fancy group should wear only once a week

10. The leader of the group complains that she's got bad __ in the morning

13. The main character's name

15. The town the main character lives in

20. Who's the full-time follower of the leader of the group?

21. The boy the main character has a crush on

22. How do most of the students call the main character?

23. The first boy the main character fell in love with

26. The main character is asked to wear a ___ for the Halloween party

27. What do the main character's parents do for a living?

28. What color do the fancy girls wear on Wednesdays?

29. What song does the gay student sing during the high school celebration?

30. Captain of the mathletes

Down

1. The main character's last name

2. How are the three most popular girls in school called? 

3. Who's got the highest status within the girl group?

4. The school math teacher (Miss __)

5. The subject the main character is excellent at

8. How many years did the main character live abroad?

11. Where does the main character come from?

12. The main character takes the 12th grade __

14. According to the main character the first day in school was a __

16. How old is the main character?

17. Name of the school the movie takes place

18. The main character's teacher wants her to join the __

19. Who's got a part-time job in a school?

24. Who's the mother of the leader of the group? (Mrs. __)

25. The gay student
Answer key


