Worksheet 1: Background Information

Exercise A: Images of modern Australia
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a. a kangaroo

b. the Sydney Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge
c. a koala

d. a family at Australia Day celebrations

e. the Australian flag

f. Australia and Southeast Asia
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Exercise B: Images of historical Australia

a. traditional temporary home
b. prisoners
¢. Aboriginal girls in a ‘Native Settlement’

d. traditional dance

e. an advertisement for homes for
Aboriginal girls
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A Brief History of Australia

Aboriginal (indigenous) Australians were the first people on the Australian continent.
They arrived in Australia from Asia more than 40,000 years ago. Although there are
many Aboriginal groups, with their own languages, customs and cultures, they have some
practices in common, including a close relationship with the earth and a rich tradition of
oral story telling. Aboriginal Australians were traditionally hunter-gatherers.

The British set up their first official camp in Eastern Australia in 1788. Soon after, British
colonial officers travelled to Western Australia (WA) and began to claim Aboriginal
lands as their own. Fighting broke out as Aboriginal Australians resisted European
control. This resistance was violently repressed and many Aboriginal Australians were
imprisoned or exploited for their labour.

The first European government of Western Australia saw the Aboriginal Australians as a
problem that needed to be controlled. Colonial officials introduced policies that oppressed
and harmed Aboriginal communities for many years. One of these policies - the 1905
Aborigines Act - granted the government legal control of all Aboriginal people living in
its territory. The colonial government appointed a ‘chief protector’ to oversee all
Aboriginal affairs.

In 1911, the WA Chief Protector, A.Q. Neville, introduced a policy to remove all part
Aboriginal children from their families. Neville was worried about the creation of a ‘third
race’ - people of mixed Aboriginal and European descent. Under his policy, mixed
descent Aboriginal children were forcibly removed from their homes and sent to
government or church-run institutions such as missions, orphanages and reserves. Some
were also adopted or housed temporarily with foster families. They were taught to forget
their culture so that they could, in time, be assimilated into the white population. Many of
these children never saw their birth parents again. While Aboriginal Australians were
formally recognized as citizens of Australia in 1967, it was not until 2008 that the
Australian government officially apologized for the policies that created the Stolen
Generations.

While Aboriginal Australians continue to struggle with the impacts of colonisation on

their society and culture, many have achieved success in different areas, and Aboriginal
Australian art and music is now celebrated all over the world.
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Useful Vocabulary

Aboriginal Australian: a person belonging to the native/indigenous communities
of Australia who lived there before Europeans arrived

colonisation: when one country sends a group of people to take political control of
another place

constable: a police officer

(cultural) assimilation: when a minority group adapts to the culture of the majority
group and loses parts of its own culture in the process

desert: a large, sandy area of land with little rainfall, extreme temperatures and
not much vegetation

discrimination: treating people differently because of their membership of
categories, such as sex, religion, nationality, skin colour or age

indigenous people: the first or earliest people living in a place

mixed-race: a name for a person of mixed racial background. In Australia, it meant
someone who was part Aboriginal and part European (‘half-caste’ and ‘mixed-
blood’ mean the same thing but are impolite and should not be used)

racism: the belief that some races are better than others

tracker: someone who knows how to read the land well and who can help other
people to find missing persons, food, water or animals

Exercise C: True or false? If false, write the correct sentence.

1. A ‘half-caste’ was the name for someone who had 100% Aboriginal
Australian blood.

2. When people adopt another culture and lose part of their own, we say
they have “assimilated’.

3. Discrimination is when people treat other people unfairly based on
their age, sex, skin colour or nationality.

4. Indigenous people are people who move to a country to take control of
it

5. A racist believes that all races are equal.
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